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PREFACE. 


Tue Trustees of the Massachusetts Society for pro- 
moting Agriculture, offer to the public the first number 
of a new series of their publications. Should the 
stock of communications put it in their power to issue 
them hereafter quarterly, they shall execute the duty 
which will devolve on them, with great pleasure. 
The various topicks of Agriculture have already 
been treated by able writers, and frequent attempts 
made to rouse the spirit of careless and improvident 
cultivators, by eloquent appeals to their interest, pat- 
riotism, and philanthropy. But the kind of book from 
which the farmer will, without doubt, derive the 
greatest advantage and the instruction of which he 
stands most in need,is,that which makes known to him 
the practice and experience of the most active and 
intelligent men, inhabiting the same district of country 
with himself, and not dissimilarly circumstanced 
as respects climate, soil, and the general face of the 


country. 
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There are maxims in Agriculture of universal ap- 
plication, and hints derived from a foreign country 
sometimes lead to important improvements, but the 
attention is more deeply engaged, and the memory 
more strongly impressed by what passes in our own 
neighbourhood, besides, narratives of improvements 
in distant countries are commonly viewed with dis- 
trust, and disregarded often as mere innovations, It. 
is far otherwise with what takes place in the society, 
town, or county, or State to which we belong; the 
accounts can either be verified by our own observa- 


tion, or are admitted without question as true, from 


the known credibility of those from whom they are. 


derived. 


How far modes of culture practised in other coun- 
tries are suitable to our own, is matter of inquiry 
for gentlemen of leisure and intelligence ; their tes- 
timony will be heard with interest by the farmers at 
large, and their recommendations adopted witl 
thankfulness and followed as the sure road to wealth. 

From these remarks it will appear to be the ob- 


ject of the Trustees in their future publications, as 


in their former, to open a channel of communication 
between the several Agricultural Societies in this 


Commonwealth, and between the individual farmers 





























PREFACE. Vv 


ef the same county and of the same tewn, to promote 
as far as it may be in their power, a frequent and 
familiar interchange of practical hints—to carry the 
knowledge of new facts from one farm to another, 
and to record for the benefit of the present generation 
and that of our posterity, the course of husbandry of 
the good farmers of Massachusetts. 

A work of this kind, lays no claim to literary dis- 
tinction. It will be open to the communications of 
allfarmers. Their inquiries will receive respectfal 
attention ; and any doubts or difficulties will be im- 
mediately considered and answered, or published 
for the consideration of the speculative. 

The simple, plain, and familiar style used in com- 
mon life, is found often to convey as precise ideas on 
subjects of business as the more refined language of 
the scholar. It is hoped,therefore,that our intelligent 
husbandmen, who have not leisure to attend to the 
arts of composition, will not be deterred by too great 
delicacy from communicating for publication, the re- 
sults of their experience. ‘They should reflect, that 
it will operate to induce others to do likewise. And 
the mutual encouragement afforded by example, will 
thus be the means of bringing together a mass of in- 


formation, highly interesting and profitable to all. 
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vi PREFACE. 


Great expectations are formed from the numerous 
town societies, instituted recently for the promotion 
of agriculture. The promptitude with which they 
have been organized, and the zeal they have mani- 
fested is highly flattering to the object. All such 
societies will be entitled, of course, toa copy of these 
publications, and to a number for distribution to indi- 
viduals, as a reward of good husbandry. Correspon- 


dents will also be entitled to a copy of the number 


in which their communications shall appear. 
































y +] } PREMIUMS 


OFFERED BY THE TRUSTEES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS SOCIETY 
FOR PROMOTING AGRICULTURE. 


1. To the person who shall produce the largest quantity of wool, 
meat and tallow, from the smallest number of sheep, not less 
than ten, raised on his own farm, a premium of thirty dollars ; 
to be claimed on or before the Ist day of August, 1814. 

. To the person who shall invent,a cheap method of raising 
water, for the purpose of irrigating land from rivers and ponds 
from ten to twenty feet above the level of the same, and give 
evidence thereof to the satisfaction of the Trustees, on or before 
January 1, 1814, one hundred dollars, or the Society’s goid medal. 

3. To the person who shall present to this Society the most 
complete (being nearly complete) Hortus Siccus, exhibiting dis- 
tinct specimens of the greatest variety of grasses in general use, 
and specify to the satisfaction of the Trustees, their respective 
qualities, productiveness, and usefulness as food for different 
kinds of animals, the gold medal, and Jifty dollars ; to be claimed 
on or before the Ist day of October, 1814. 

4. To the person who shall produce from seed, the best 
growth of thrifty trees, not less than six hundred in the whole, 
and in the proportion of 2400 to the acre, of any of the following 
kinds of forest trees, viz. oak, ash, elm, sugar maple, beech, black 
or yellow birch, chesnut, walnut or hickory, twenty-five dollars ; 
if all of oak, fifty dollars. Claims to be made on or before the 
first of October, 1814. 

5. Tothe person who shall ascertain by accurate analysis, the 
constituent parts of several fertile soils respectively, and in like 
manner the parts of several poor soils, and thus shall discover 
the defects of the latter ; and shall show by actual experiments, 
how the said defects may be remedied by the addition of earths 
or other ingredients which abound in the country, and in a man- 
ner that may be practised by common farmers, fifty dollars. 
And if it shall appear to the satisfaction of the Trustees, that, 
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upon an extensive practice, the improvement of the poor soil 
would be more than equivalent to the expense of the improve- 
ment, the addition of one hundred dollars. A minute description 
of the several soils, and all the circumstances attending the pro- 
cesses, Cultivation, and ‘results, will be required. Claims to be 
made on or before November 1, 1814. 

6. To the person who shall produce a machine for cleansing 
butter from its whey or butter milk without working with the 
hand, fifty dollars. Said machine must be approved by such 
persons as the Trustees shall appoint, and it must be procured 
so cheap as to be of general utility. 

7. It is required that the communications, for which the fore- 
going premiums are offered, be accompanied with preper cer- 
tificates from the selectmen, magistrates, or clergymen of the 
vicinity, or other vouchers, to the satisfaction of the Trustees ; 
that they be delivered without names, or any intimation to whom 
they belong; and that they be severally marked in such manner 
as each claimant shall think fit; the claimant sending also a pa- 
per, sealed up, having on the outside a corresponding mark, and 
on the inside his name and address. 


RICHARD SULLIVAN, Recording Secretary, 
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